
On these special nights, Renaissance students take on the 
role of teachers and present the extraordinary Montessori 
materials. All students participate; all parents and guests 
are invited to come learn from the “student-teachers”. 
Adults will move through the class gaining insight into the 
fascinating Renaissance Academy classroom learning ex-
perience. 

RENAISSANCE OPEN HOUSES 
Open Houses are offered in coordination with Montessori 
Nights, 6:00-7:30 pm. Visitors are invited to join school 
parents viewing Montessori presentations. Following the student led sessions, pro-
spective parents are invited to stay to learn more and have a question and answer 
period with School Director Kieran McHugh.  
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MONTESSORI PRESENTATION NIGHTS 
       A HIGHLIGHT OF THE YEAR 

 

Coming Events 

Montessori NightsMontessori NightsMontessori NightsMontessori Nights    

   February 19   February 19   February 19   February 19thththth, Thursday, Thursday, Thursday, Thursday    
6:00 6:00 6:00 6:00 –––– 7:00 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM    

~ Copernicus Class ~ Copernicus Class ~ Copernicus Class ~ Copernicus Class KKKK----ZZZZ    

~ Alberti Class ~ Alberti Class ~ Alberti Class ~ Alberti Class  H H H H----ZZZZ    

~ Descartes Class ~ Descartes Class ~ Descartes Class ~ Descartes Class  H H H H----ZZZZ~ ~ ~ ~     

    

   February 25   February 25   February 25   February 25thththth, Wednesday , Wednesday , Wednesday , Wednesday 
                                    6:00 6:00 6:00 6:00 –––– 7:00 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM    

~ Bellini Class A~ Bellini Class A~ Bellini Class A~ Bellini Class A----HHHH    

~ Copernicus Class ~ Copernicus Class ~ Copernicus Class ~ Copernicus Class AAAA----JJJJ    

~ Kindergarteners~ Kindergarteners~ Kindergarteners~ Kindergarteners A A A A----MMMM    

    

Open HousesOpen HousesOpen HousesOpen Houses    

  In coordination with   In coordination with   In coordination with   In coordination with     
  Montessori  Nights     Montessori  Nights     Montessori  Nights     Montessori  Nights       
                                    6:00 6:00 6:00 6:00 –––– 7:30 PM  7:30 PM  7:30 PM  7:30 PM     

                                    February 19February 19February 19February 19thththth, Thursday , Thursday , Thursday , Thursday     

                                    February 25February 25February 25February 25thththth, Wednesd, Wednesd, Wednesd, Wednesdayayayay    

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Basketball Part y  2 

Artwork Published! 2 

Reminders 2 

Annual Giving  3 

Saturday School 4 

Renaissance Revue 4 

   C L A S S  N OT E S  

RENAISSANCE WIZARDS CHESS CLUB 

The Renaissance Wizards Chess Club is off to a great start this 
year. We have over fifty students staying after school each week 
to improve chess skills and have fun playing together. 

Renaissance Wizards are gearing up for the Indiana State Chess 
Team Tournaments in March. All interested students may join the 
chess team and we will enter as many teams as needed to ensure everyone gets to 
play in the regionals. State Chess Tournaments have four divisions: 3rd Grade & Un-
der, 6th Grade & Under, 8th Grade & Under, and High School. Renaissance will enter 
teams in all three grade school divisions.  

Teams must qualify at the Regional Team Tournament to go on to the State Tourna-
ment. It is a tough competition and many teams do not go on to State. We have had 
Renaissance Wizards teams qualify in each level in the past, but not all teams have 
made it through. 

Our Regional Tournament will be March 7th in Goshen, Indiana. We need to know 
definitely which students will be playing there.  Please send in the registration form 
to confirm. 

These chess tournaments are a terrific opportunity for our students. It is an amaz-
ing thing to walk into an auditorium full of several hundred children silently focused 
on chess. The benefits to students who play are remarkable and we recommend it 
strongly to every family who can make it happen. 

R enaissance  A cademy 

Richy & Preston  
Demonstrate  work 



Coming Events Coming Events Coming Events Coming Events cont.cont.cont.cont.    

Basketball Games    Basketball Games    Basketball Games    Basketball Games    4444thththth    ––––    
6666thththth Grade Lions Grade Lions Grade Lions Grade Lions    

  Feb. 17, Tues.   Feb. 17, Tues.   Feb. 17, Tues.   Feb. 17, Tues. ---- 5:30 pm 5:30 pm 5:30 pm 5:30 pm    
                            Immanuel Lutheran Immanuel Lutheran Immanuel Lutheran Immanuel Lutheran     
                                Valparaiso    Valparaiso    Valparaiso    Valparaiso    

  F  F  F  Feb. 18, Wed. eb. 18, Wed. eb. 18, Wed. eb. 18, Wed. ---- 5:00 pm 5:00 pm 5:00 pm 5:00 pm    
                            St. Mary’s New Buffalo St. Mary’s New Buffalo St. Mary’s New Buffalo St. Mary’s New Buffalo     

  Feb. 24, Tues.   Feb. 24, Tues.   Feb. 24, Tues.   Feb. 24, Tues. –––– 4:30 pm 4:30 pm 4:30 pm 4:30 pm    
                            Ren. Parents v. KidsRen. Parents v. KidsRen. Parents v. KidsRen. Parents v. Kids    
                            Michigan City ArmoryMichigan City ArmoryMichigan City ArmoryMichigan City Armory    

BasketbalBasketbalBasketbalBasketball Games  l Games  l Games  l Games  (Boys)(Boys)(Boys)(Boys)    

    6666thththth    –––– 8 8 8 8thththth Grade Lions Grade Lions Grade Lions Grade Lions    
  Feb. 17, Tues.   Feb. 17, Tues.   Feb. 17, Tues.   Feb. 17, Tues. ---- 6:30 pm 6:30 pm 6:30 pm 6:30 pm    
                            Immanuel Lutheran Immanuel Lutheran Immanuel Lutheran Immanuel Lutheran     
                                Valparaiso    Valparaiso    Valparaiso    Valparaiso    

  Feb. 18, Wed.   Feb. 18, Wed.   Feb. 18, Wed.   Feb. 18, Wed. ---- 6:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm    
                            St. Mary’s New Buffalo St. Mary’s New Buffalo St. Mary’s New Buffalo St. Mary’s New Buffalo     

  Feb. 24, Tues.   Feb. 24, Tues.   Feb. 24, Tues.   Feb. 24, Tues. –––– 4:30 pm 4:30 pm 4:30 pm 4:30 pm    
                            Ren. Parents v. KidsRen. Parents v. KidsRen. Parents v. KidsRen. Parents v. Kids    
                            Michigan City ArmoryMichigan City ArmoryMichigan City ArmoryMichigan City Armory    
    

    Basketball Games  Basketball Games  Basketball Games  Basketball Games      

1111stststst    –––– 3 3 3 3rdrdrdrd G G G Grade Lionsrade Lionsrade Lionsrade Lions    
  Feb. 19, Thurs.   Feb. 19, Thurs.   Feb. 19, Thurs.   Feb. 19, Thurs. ---- 2:00 pm 2:00 pm 2:00 pm 2:00 pm    
                            St. Mary’s New BuffaloSt. Mary’s New BuffaloSt. Mary’s New BuffaloSt. Mary’s New Buffalo    

  Feb. 24, Tues.   Feb. 24, Tues.   Feb. 24, Tues.   Feb. 24, Tues. –––– 4:30 pm 4:30 pm 4:30 pm 4:30 pm    
                            Ren. Parents v. KidsRen. Parents v. KidsRen. Parents v. KidsRen. Parents v. Kids    
                            Michigan City AMichigan City AMichigan City AMichigan City Armoryrmoryrmoryrmory    

 

Awards Field TripAwards Field TripAwards Field TripAwards Field Trip    
        Black History MonthBlack History MonthBlack History MonthBlack History Month    
  Essay Contest Winners  Essay Contest Winners  Essay Contest Winners  Essay Contest Winners    
                            Feb. 25, Wed.Feb. 25, Wed.Feb. 25, Wed.Feb. 25, Wed.————9:30am9:30am9:30am9:30am    
                                                        MC City HallMC City HallMC City HallMC City Hall    

    

    

Montessori WeekMontessori WeekMontessori WeekMontessori Week    
FiFiFiFind out more about Maria &nd out more about Maria &nd out more about Maria &nd out more about Maria &    
Montessori Education Montessori Education Montessori Education Montessori Education     
                            Feb 21Feb 21Feb 21Feb 21————Feb 28Feb 28Feb 28Feb 28    
                            Montessori ConventionMontessori ConventionMontessori ConventionMontessori Convention————    
                             No School Feb. 27  No School Feb. 27  No School Feb. 27  No School Feb. 27     
 

The annual Renaissance Kids vs. Grown-ups Basketball 
Game will take place at the Armory on: 

Tuesday, February 24, 2008. 

Along with the basketball game will be an allallallall----school party school party school party school party 
to celebrate our season of interscholastic basketball. We’ll 
have pizza and fun for everyone. All families and friends 
come join us. Call the office to make a reservation. 

Winter Clothing RequiredWinter Clothing RequiredWinter Clothing RequiredWinter Clothing Required - When it is over 15o the group plays outdoors, all       
children go out together. Please send your child with clothing appropriate for the 
weather—hats, gloves, snow pants, etc.   

Label, LLabel, LLabel, LLabel, Label, Label abel, Label abel, Label abel, Label ---- We have had a huge number of lost and found items already. 
Please LABEL all clothing and other items.  

Healthy FooHealthy FooHealthy FooHealthy Foods ds ds ds – Only healthy foods are allowed at school.    Snacks must be fresh 
fruit, vegetables, or made with these. 

Elementary Uniforms Elementary Uniforms Elementary Uniforms Elementary Uniforms ----    Except for announced special days, students are expected 
to wear school uniforms every school day.    
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W I N N I N G  A RT WO R K  P U B L I S H E D  

RENAISSANCE KIDS VS. GROWN-UPS 
BASKETBALL GAME & PARTY 

SCHOOL REMINDERS  

Renaissance Academy is very proud to have seven winners in the Hue-Man Be-
ing Art contest. Jazz Carter, Tori McHugh Carroll, Eric Blake, Sami Zila, Spencer 
Marsh, Abby Van Horn  & Sage Santana al had artwork chosen to be published 
in a special book : Hue-Man Kind—A Book to End Racism.  

Winners were presented with awards and a 
special gallery viewing was held at the 
Lubeznik Art Center in Michigan City. 

Nick News found out about the project and 
was so impressed  that they sent a news crew 
to Rolling Prairie, Indiana to interview some 
winners.  The project was then featured on 
Nickelodeon's Nick News with Linda Ellerbee: 
“We Shall Not Be Moved” 
Tori’s artwork headed the segment and she 
was on TV quoted, “My artwork is about how 
everybody is really different on the outside but 
on the inside we’re pretty close to the same.” 

February  2009 

Jazz Carter, Tori McHugh, Eric Blake, Sami Zila, 
Spencer Marsh, Abby Van Horn  show their awards 

 



   Class  Notes  

Renaissance Academy is making a difference in our world. By offering a better 
option to many students and modeling a school where every child can reach his 
or her greatest potential with confidence and joy, Renaissance is improving the 
face of education. 

It is the support of so many people that has made this possible. As a private 
school Renaissance Academy struggled to keep tuition low and offer scholar-
ships for students in need.  The school Charter eliminated that set of concerns, 
and made our top quality education and individualized ‘private school’ experi-
ence available to more elementary students tuition free. What a wonderful 
change!  To all of you who have donated or assisted Renaissance in the past – 
Thank You.  Give yourselves a pat on the back – look at what you have helped 
create!  

But the help of Renaissance Families and friends is still needed. State support 
helps pay for direct student expenses, classroom supplies, and base teacher 
salaries. However, unlike traditional public schools, Charter Schools do not re-
ceive any funding for building or other related infrastructure expenses.  

For example, another building will be needed next year to allow the school to 
achieve its plan of growth and begin to reduce the size of the waiting lists. The 
sports teams are pressing us to move plans for a gym up on our list of long-
range plans, and our playground is definitely reaching its limits. These and 
other urgent needs mean that this wonderful school is still dependent on the 
generous gifts of contributors to sustain its operations. 

Our fundraising goal for this year is $25,000. Given the intense demands of 
this first year as a charter school, we’ve decided to forgo the auction or similar 
major fundraising event. Instead, we’re counting on gifts from friends and Ren-
aissance families during the annual Giving Campaign.  

Please be generous, and give to the best of your ability. If we met a target gift 
goal of $250 from each family, that would bring the school halfway to our goal. 
For some this is asking a lot, but please look into your hearts and consider what 
the school is giving to your children in return – the promise of a better future. 

 

We hope that we can count 100% of 
our families on our giving list. 
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ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN OOOONGOINGNGOINGNGOINGNGOING A A A ACTIVITIESCTIVITIESCTIVITIESCTIVITIES::::    
    
Chess Club Chess Club Chess Club Chess Club     
    Mondays        Mondays        Mondays        Mondays        
    Grades K    Grades K    Grades K    Grades K––––3:  2:30 3:  2:30 3:  2:30 3:  2:30 –––– 3:30 pm 3:30 pm 3:30 pm 3:30 pm    
    Grades 4    Grades 4    Grades 4    Grades 4––––8:  2:45 8:  2:45 8:  2:45 8:  2:45 –––– 4:00 pm 4:00 pm 4:00 pm 4:00 pm    
    
Basketball PraBasketball PraBasketball PraBasketball Practicecticecticectice    
                

   Grades 1    Grades 1    Grades 1    Grades 1 –––– 3 3 3 3    
                            Tuesdays & Thursdays Tuesdays & Thursdays Tuesdays & Thursdays Tuesdays & Thursdays     
                            3:303:303:303:30----4:30pm4:30pm4:30pm4:30pm    
    
    Grades 4     Grades 4     Grades 4     Grades 4 –––– 8 8 8 8    
                            Mondays, Tuesdays, & Mondays, Tuesdays, & Mondays, Tuesdays, & Mondays, Tuesdays, &     
                            Thursdays 4:15 Thursdays 4:15 Thursdays 4:15 Thursdays 4:15 ---- 5:30pm  5:30pm  5:30pm  5:30pm     
    
Girl Scouts: Girl Scouts: Girl Scouts: Girl Scouts:     
   Fridays, Second and Fourth   Fridays, Second and Fourth   Fridays, Second and Fourth   Fridays, Second and Fourth    
   Daisies (K) 2:45    Daisies (K) 2:45    Daisies (K) 2:45    Daisies (K) 2:45 –––– 3:30 pm 3:30 pm 3:30 pm 3:30 pm    
   Brownies (1   Brownies (1   Brownies (1   Brownies (1----3) 3:303) 3:303) 3:303) 3:30---- 5:00pm 5:00pm 5:00pm 5:00pm    
   Juniors (4   Juniors (4   Juniors (4   Juniors (4----6) 3:306) 3:306) 3:306) 3:30    –––– 5:00 pm 5:00 pm 5:00 pm 5:00 pm    
    
    

CCCCHESSHESSHESSHESS T T T TOURNAMENTSOURNAMENTSOURNAMENTSOURNAMENTS::::    

Michiana Area TournamentMichiana Area TournamentMichiana Area TournamentMichiana Area Tournament    
 Open to all players, all levels Open to all players, all levels Open to all players, all levels Open to all players, all levels    

    Feb. 21, Saturday 9:00am    Feb. 21, Saturday 9:00am    Feb. 21, Saturday 9:00am    Feb. 21, Saturday 9:00am    
    St Ma    St Ma    St Ma    St Mary’s New Buffalo, MIry’s New Buffalo, MIry’s New Buffalo, MIry’s New Buffalo, MI    

State Regional Team Tourn. State Regional Team Tourn. State Regional Team Tourn. State Regional Team Tourn.     
   Renaissance Wizards   Renaissance Wizards   Renaissance Wizards   Renaissance Wizards    
                            Mar. 7, Saturday 8:30amMar. 7, Saturday 8:30amMar. 7, Saturday 8:30amMar. 7, Saturday 8:30am    
                            Goshen, IndianaGoshen, IndianaGoshen, IndianaGoshen, Indiana    
    
____________________________________________________________________________________________    
____________________________________________________________________________________________    

    

    

                                “Count me in!”“Count me in!”“Count me in!”“Count me in!”    

    
    

Can we count you in? 



The stars were all out for the Renaissance Revue at Barker Hall in 
Trinity Church.  

It was a busy night especially for the basketball players, coaches 
and parents who made practice before heading over to the Hall! 
Way to do it all Lions! 

The night began with an adorable medley performed by the kinder-
garten and preschool including solos by each child!  

Next, both 1st—3rd grade classes delighted the audience with group 
acts including props and solos. The  4th—8th grade rocked us with 
their renditions of Conjunction Junction and Interjections from 
School House Rock. (Who knew  Mr. Blake could sing so well.) 

Finally, the stage was free for open mic night. At that point 
we found that shyness is not a problem for most Renais-
sance students who had a hard time limiting  to only one 
performance. Next year plans are to hold in-class shows and  
auditions giving everyone a chance to perform while keep-
ing down the numbers at the Revue. Thanks to all who 
brought the fabulous deserts! Bravo! Bravo! 

 
 

R E V I E W I N G  T H E  R E V U E  

We’re on the web:  

www. rschool .net 
 

RRRRenaissance enaissance enaissance enaissance AAAAcademycademycademycademy    
Experience the Joy of Learning 

4093 West US 20 
La Porte, Indiana 46350 

219-878-8711 
www.rschool.netwww.rschool.netwww.rschool.netwww.rschool.net    

Class TiClass TiClass TiClass Times:mes:mes:mes:    

  8:15 - 11:15am      AM 3-6 Class 
  8:15 - 11:15am      AM Kindergarten 
  8:15am - 2:45pm  Full Day 3-6 Class 
  8:30am - 3:00pm  Early Ren. (1st - 3rd) 
  8:45am - 3:15pm  Upper Ren. (4th- 8th) 
Daily Extras:Daily Extras:Daily Extras:Daily Extras:    

  7:00 - 8:30am     Before School Camp 
  11:15 - 11:45am  Lunch Time Fun  
  2:45 - 5:30pm      After School Camp 

S A T U R DA Y  S C H O O L  F U N  

Natalia shows  fingerprint 

Mr. Blake & friends play  
strategy games 

Can you Sudoku? Bakers Special! 

Lizzy & Scout Research Detectives work with  
fingerprints 

Play Possum?  A special 
guest makes an appearance 
in our woods 

We see red on Valentine’s Day  
Movie going in style 

Erik Celebrates 

O T H E R  F U N !  

We’re on the web:  

www. rschool .net 

            Party Fun! 


